THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

got a good drubbing; that was all. On May 9, three days
after the assault, Mr. Brown, "attended by many gentle-
men of the first rank and figure," surrendered himself be-
fore Justice Fielding.* Here was a very comic situation.
Fielding not only admitted the young buck to bail, being
assured by "the affidavit of an eminent physician" that
Dr. Hill was in no danger of Ms life, but went out of his
way to declare that nothing appeared in the examination
against the honour of Mr. Brown, who had been vilified
and misrepresented "in a common news-paper," that is,
in the Inspector of "The London Daily Advertiser." As
predicted, Hill recovered; and when Brown came up for
trial at Hicks's Hall, no prosecutor appeared against him,
and he was consequently discharged. The empyema was
a source of mirth for months. Squibs and sixpenny pam-
phlets filled the air. In some of them the aid of Fielding
was suspected. There may have been ground for the sus-
picion; but none of the pamphlets known to me were
actually written by him, if style counts for anything.
Accordingly they are here all passed by. More entertain-
ing than the pamphlets were two prints immediately put
into circulation. "A Night-Scene at Eanelagh" depicts
Brown holding Hill by an ear while the doctor is calling
for a constable and trying to run away. "Le Malade
Imaginaire" shows Hill lying in bed, surrounded by phy-
sicians in consultation; one of whom, seated at his head,
is feeling his pulse; and others, who stand at the foot, are
suggesting facetious methods of treatment, such as "Give
de Ass de Milk", or "Eaise Ms Spirits with a Blister."!
By the wits who took Brown's side, Fielding was always
highly praised for his conduct in the case; by Hill and the

*"The Covent-Garden Journal," May 12? 1752.

t The two prints, copies of which are in the British Museum, are repro-
duced and described by Jensen, I, 72, 74, 124-127. The best account of the
case is a pamphlet entitled "A Narrative of the Affair between Mr. Brown
and the Inspector,7' 1752,
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